


b. The processes and procedures for offering web-based courses are the same as all other
CSU courses.

c. Departments offering courses in web-based format should be prepared to document that
the courses have student-learning outcomes that are equivalent to those for courses taught
in the traditional format.  The rubric will provide guidelines to assist in the
documentation of those requirements.



CSU Rubric for Asynchronous Online Credit Hour Estimates 

In asynchronous learning environments, the traditional face-to-face contact time is redefined as 
the time a typical student spends interacting with course content. This definition excludes student work 
traditionally done outside of class such as homework, studying, reading, and writing papers.  

When faculty plan and develop asynchronous courses, whether fully online or blended, they 
must account for 15 hours of contact time, as defined above, for each credit hour. They must also 
account for a minimum of as much as two hours of additional student work per credit hour, or 30 hours, 
for a total of 45 hours per term for each class. The following rubric can be used to estimate 
asynchronous contact hours in absence of data.  

Faculty should also consider using Rice University’s Course Workload Estimator, available at 
https://cte.rice.edu/workload. 

https://cte.rice.edu/workload





